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WELCOME!  
 

With the current times so uncertain, we are all practicing social distancing. While this is limiting social 

gatherings and many activities, Scouting continues! A team of enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers 

have put together a full month of great events to bring a little bit of Scouting fun each week to you at 

home. We know you will enjoy what we have planned! 

 

We welcome you to the Heart of New England Late Winter Last Minute Virtual/Actual Klondike Derby!!!! 

A month long celebration jam packed full of activities, adventures, and events! Do one or all and 

discover the boundaries of our new Districts, while discovering your own abilities! 

 

All are welcome to join us for these events. Do you have some friends from school or your neighborhood 

that are bored at home because their usual activities were cancelled? Invite them to the Klondike. 

Maybe they’ll decide to join your unit after seeing how much fun everyone has.  

 

Our events will be mostly on the weekends so that everyone has a chance to get outside during the day 

and (hopefully) enjoy the snow, sunshine and fresh air. Each event and activity is something different. 

You can do some or all based on your interests! Some events are meant to be done as a den, or patrol: 

each can be customized to meet current Covid-19 safety protocols. 

 

A note from our volunteers - we will most likely experience technical difficulties during the month. 

(Those pesky tech-gremlins can show up anywhere!) Please be patient with us when we do. In case our 

schedule has changes please keep an eye on our Guide for Participants and Leaders and the Heart of 

New England website for any updates.  

 

With that said, enjoy the Virtual Klondike!  

 

Yours in Scouting,  

 

The Virtual Klondike Team 
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Today we are online more than ever before. We use technology to save us time with research, connect 

with others, navigate, and have fun. Here are some ideas of how the digital world and the Scouting 

community can live side by side 

 

Trustworthy. Be truthful with others online and be very careful of the information you share. Do the right thing 

when sharing other people’s words or pictures. Make sure you have the owner’s permission before using them.  

 

Loyal. Share information about others only if you have their permission to share it. Uphold appropriate 

agreements you make with friends when you play games with them.  

 

Helpful. Alert others to scams, cheats, and suspicious sites. Point them to reliable and accurate sources of 

information. Encourage people to report bad behavior online.  

 

Friendly. Reach out to support others who are doing good things, like posting quality creative works. Support those 

who are bullied.  

 

Courteous. Be polite and respectful. When you use other people’s work, be sure to ask permission when 

necessary, follow fair use standards, and give credit to the people who created and own the work.  

 

Kind. Treat people with respect when you are on social networks, playing games, talking or texting on a cellphone, 

or in other digital activities.  

 

Obedient. When using digital devices, follow the rules set by your parents/guardians, teachers, and Scout leaders. 

Abide by the rules established by sites, services, devices, and games.  

 

Cheerful. Use games, messaging tools, and social forums to build your relationships with others while having fun.  

 

Thrifty. Be a smart consumer. Know your voice, text, and data plans and use them wisely. Be sure to study digital 

devices and services you want. Before buying them, make sure you are not overspending on functions and features 

you won’t need. Be careful not to run up charges on apps and sites.  

 

Brave. Stand up for what is right. Do not participate in mocking and bullying others, even if your friends are doing 

it. Report suspected abuse to a trusted adult, like your parent or leader; call 911 or call the Cyber Tip line at 1-800-

843-5678. If the incident involves any part of the Scouting program, call your council Scout executive immediately 

or email youth.protection@scouting.org.  

 

Clean. Use clean language and discuss only appropriate topics when using digital devices to 

communicate with others.  

 

Reverent. Respect the feelings of other people. Do not use digital devices to spread irreverent ideas.  

 

  

The Scout Law and Cybersafety/Cyberbullying 

 

Remember that life is a balance. In Scouting, we focus on a balanced life through our aims: character, 

physical fitness, and citizenship. Technology is a tool to help us. It is not there to take the place of family, 

friends, the Scout Law, and staying physically fit. Stay ScoutSTRONG! 
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Health and Safety 
 

As in any event we conduct, the Health and Safety of our participants is 

paramount! It is expected that everyone will follow the Guide to Safe Scouting 

guidelines which can be found here:  

 

https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/  

 

Additionally, while our interconnected world brings unprecedented opportunities, 

it also brings unique concerns and dangers. It is expected that everyone will 

adhere to the Cybersafety/Cyberbullying guidance which is on page 3 of this 

guide. It is also recommended that all Scouts complete the Cyber Chip. More 

information on that can be found at:  

 

https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/cyber-chip/  

 

Some of our events include an invitation for interested individuals to post videos 

or pictures as they participate in various activities. These videos and pictures will 

be moderated for appropriateness before they are publicly viewable. We want to 

know what units’ people are from, while also minimizing the publishing of 

personally identifiable information. The only information that should be given is: 

first name, and unit type and #.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



5 

 

Event Descriptions 
 

INDIVIDUAL CONTESTS 
 

All of our contest events require pictures or videos to be submitted to our WHERE TO PUT THEM page 

which is emailed to participants after registering. Submission deadlines are all noted below for the 

events. These are staggered throughout the month to allow for review and consideration without 

driving our intrepid volunteer judges and editor completely bonkers (although some might argue that he 

is already bonkers).  

 

Events Date due 
● Scavenger Hunt: On March 3rd there will be a Scavenger Hunt List posted 

on Facebook. You will have until 6:00 PM on March 8th to email a picture 

of all the items to Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org First three 

entries with all correct items will receive the points! 

 

March 7 

● Ultimate Blanket Fort: Cannot set up outside? No worries, you can still 

show your campsite creativity inside with your blanket fort! In an area 

other than your bed, choose a theme and create your fort. Take pictures 

of your creation and describe how the structures and items in your fort 

relate to your theme. Will it show off your hobbies? Will it look like 

something from a science fiction movie? It is entirely up to you! 

Submissions are due by 9 pm Sunday March 14th.   

 

March 14th 
 

● Packing Contest: What 10 essentials would you bring on an 8-hour hike? 

Lay them out and photograph. Then pack them in your backpack, weigh 

the whole thing and report the weight. Submissions are due by 9 pm 

Sunday February 14th.  

 

March 14th 

● Cooking challenge: Cook your best Dutch Oven meal (what’s better than 

cooking with fire?). Include the recipe and reactions from your dinner 

guests. Enjoy your culinary masterpiece and let us know how it tasted! 

Submissions are due by 9 pm Sunday March 28th. Maybe we’ll publish 

your recipe in an upcoming edition of the Heartbeat.  Or put together a 

district cookbook.  

 

March 28th 
 

● Ultimate campsite: Since you are attending your Troop’s Virtual/Actual 

Campout for the Klondike, get a night outside under the stars and be 

creative while you are at it! Choose a theme and make camp in your 

backyard (with adult permission of course). Take pictures of your site and 

describe how the items in your campsite relate to your theme. Will you go 

for a rustic look with pioneering skills on display? Medieval faire style? A 

solid Scout campsite with all your gadgets? It is up to you! Submissions 

are due by 9 pm Sunday March 28.  

 

March 28th 
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Troop or Patrol Virtual/Actual Campout 

 
Your unit is invited to choose a weekend to hold a virtual or actual Campout to be completed by March 

28th. Either 1 or 2 nights is acceptable. If you plan accordingly your Scouts could rack up some serious 

requirements. Have them plan, shop for, and cook their own menus for breakfast, lunch and dinner as 

well as a dessert. Their family can assist and enjoy the fruits of their labor. Nights outside during the 

winter months, as part of the Klondike count towards rank/ Camping Merit Badge Nights as they will be 

done in conjunction with an approved BSA event. The weekend of the Virtual/Actual Camporee would 

be a perfect time to complete some of the Unit Competitions, which can be completed while following 

current Covid-19 regulations, which are available here:  

 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/temporary-capacity-and-gathering-limits 

 

You may be able to meet in small groups, while maintaining social distance and masking protocols, 

otherwise these events can be modified to be completed virtually. Units are urged to use their best 

discretion in completing these events. 

 

Also don’t forget to include your Frost Points for nights below 32 degrees that you sleep outside.  

Submit all points for every scout. So, if you have 5 scouts sleep outside and its 27 degrees out that 

equals 5 frost points for each scout for a total of 25 points.  

 

Unit Competitions 

 
Fire Building: Along the trail of the Yukon the prospector’s ultimate priority was warmth. Unfortunately 

for your dog sled, your matches have been dampened beyond use. You must build three types of fires, 

using three different ignition sources, other than matches and lighters. There are many ways to do this!  

Each fire must be large enough to be able to boil a quart of water. Boil that quart of water. Take 

videos/pictures of all three fires and the scouts lighting them. Each fire must be put out cold, rebuilt and 

lit using a different means of ignition. Same with the water. It should be cold each time. Remember to 

follow the principles of Leave No Trace when selecting your fire locations. Record time for each. Send 

official score sheet to dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org. 

 

Shelter Building: Beyond Warmth, Shelter from the elements would have been the prospectors next 

priority. Your unit must build a shelter, using only natural materials, large enough to house a patrol/ den 

of at least six scouts. Extra points for Igloos made of Snow! For those Scouts who would like to complete 

Wilderness Survival Merit Badge at the end of the Klondike you must spend the night in your shelter. 

You have as much time to complete your shelter as needed. But it must be completed before dark! 

Points are awarded based upon the design and build of the shelter. Send pictures of shelter to 

Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org 

 

Knot Tying Relay: While on the trail of Gold the prospectors had to do many activities that required 

knots. From fixing their sleds, to tying the dogs to the sled, to pitching their tents, their lives depended 

upon the ability to tie knots. Using the score sheet provided tie 11 ropes together using 10 different 

knots. Complete the Scoresheet and email to: Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org  

 

First Aid Competition: Sometimes on the Yukon things went wrong. VERY WRONG! Your group must 

complete the three scenarios provided on the scoresheet and send the scoresheet to: 

Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org along with pictures of the various scenarios being completed 

successfully. 
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Long Distance Orienteering: From Skagway, Alaska to Bennett British Columbia the Chilkoot Trail was 42 

miles long. Using Compass and guess work, go from one clue to the next to find a letter. When all 8 

letters have been found, rearrange them to form a word. Send the Scoresheet to: 

Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org (If the letter is not there, please email coordinate found with a 

picture of the area and we will send you the letter.  Please do all coordinates in one email so that we can 

send out one email.) 

 

Song/ Skit Contest: It gets mighty cold on the trail of Gold and you must keep yourself amused and keep 

your spirits up! Enter a video of your unit doing your favorite Cheer, Song, or Skit to be aired on our 

closing campfire on April 4th, where all our winners will be announced! 

 

Sled Race: And what would a Klondike Derby be without a sled race in the grand traditions of the 

Iditarod.  Setup a course of 150 yards, load your sled with your required equipment, attach your scouts, 

and pull it along the course. Time your race and submit it on the scoresheet and include photos. Also 

note the required equipment for the sled on the sled scoring sheet. There may be an unusual item or 2 

on there.  

 

Go See It Geocaching Event 

Discover the boundaries of our newly formed District by finding clues to Geocache Container locations.  

You will have a great time exploring 8 interesting locations throughout our District and collecting clues.  

These clues when put together will reveal the location of two actual Geocaches hidden with a logbook 

to sign.  These two caches will each contain part of a clue to find a BONUS final cache container.  The 

Bonus Cache will have a logbook for you to sign as proof of your arrival.  It also contains Scout Patches 

for a “Patch Swap”.  If you like one, take it; but remember it’s a swap, so leave one in its place. Have 

Fun! 

If you have any questions, please contact Tim Hallihan at tim_hallihan@charter.net.  

 

End the Month with a Full Moon Hike 

 
As an adventurer along the Chilkoot Trail, you should take full advantage of the extra light given to you. 

The full moon is March 27th, your unit can choose to take a short hike on the 26th or 27th around your 

favorite trail under the full moon.  There are many out there to choose from! Take plenty of pictures and 

make many memories! Submit your videos and pictures to dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org by 6 

pm March 28th. 

 

 

Picture Contest 

 
What is the point of all these pictures and videos? Besides proof of completion of an activity, we will be 

selecting several photos to be judged by the members of our District on our Facebook page! Winners 

will receive a special award! (I have no idea what, but it will be special!) 

 

We will also be sharing these pictures and videos with people who are interested in Scouting and in 

particular what Heart of New England Scouting Units are up to.  Especially in these crazy Covid 

dominated times.  
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Score Sheet for Fire Building: 

 
Along the trail of the Yukon the prospector’s ultimate priority was warmth. Unfortunately for your dog 

sled, your matches have been dampened beyond use. You must build three types of fires, using three 

different ignition sources, other than matches and lighters. There are many ways to do this!  

Each fire must be large enough to be able to boil a quart of water. Take pictures of all three fires and the 

scouts lighting them. Each fire must be put out cold, rebuilt and lit using a different means of ignition. 

Record time for each. Send official score sheet to Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org.  

 

 
Troop: ___________                 Patrol: __________ 

 
Method of Ignition     Time from Start to Boil: 

 

1._________________________________  1. _____________________ 

 

 

2._________________________________  2. _____________________ 

 

 

3._________________________________  3. _____________________ 

 

 

 

 

Unit Info: ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Patrol Leaders Signature: __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Scoutmaster: __________________________________ 
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Score Sheet for Shelter Building: 
 

 

Beyond Warmth, Shelter from the elements would have been the prospectors next priority. Your unit 

must build a shelter, using only natural materials, large enough to house a patrol/ den of at least six 

scouts. Extra points for Igloos made of Snow!  

 

You have as much time to complete your shelter as needed. But it must be completed before dark! 

Points are awarded based upon the design and build of the shelter. Send pictures of shelter to: 

Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org.  Put “Shelter Build” in the subject line.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrol Name (If patrol built): _____________________________________ 
 

Unit Info: ____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Patrol Leaders Signature: __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Scoutmaster: __________________________________ 
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Score Sheet for First Aid: 

 
Sometimes on the Yukon things went wrong. VERY WRONG! Your group must complete the three 

scenarios provided on the scoresheet and send the scoresheet to: 

Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org along with pictures of the various scenarios being completed 

successfully. Put “First Aid” in the subject line.  

 

 

1. Scenario 1: While hiking, one of your group members falls hard and suffers a simple fracture and 

a few cuts that are bleeding. How would you help them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. Scenario 2: One of your team members is asthmatic. While hiking on an especially hot day, they 

begin to have trouble breathing. How would you help them return their breathing to normal? 

How would treating a victim who is hyperventilating be similar? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. While on the trail, you come across a hiker who appears to be unconscious and lying in an 

unnatural position, indicating a possible spinal injury. What should you do? 

 

 

 

 

Unit Info: ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Patrol Leaders Signature: __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Scoutmaster Signature: __________________________________ 
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Score Sheet for Long Distance Orienteering 

 

 
From Skagway, Alaska to Bennett British Columbia the Chilkoot Trail was 42 miles long. Using Compass 

and guess work, go from one clue to the next to find a letter. When all 9 letters have been found, 

rearrange them to form a word. Send the Scoresheet to: Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org 

Put “Long Distance Orienteering” in the subject line.  

 

 

 

What are the letters in order of finding them? ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 

 

 

 

What is the word: ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Info: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Patrol Leaders Signature: __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Scoutmaster Signature: __________________________________ 
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Knot Tying Relay Score Sheet 
 

 While on the trail of Gold the prospectors had to do many activities that required knots. From fixing 

their sleds, to tying the dogs to the sled, to pitching their tents, their lives depended upon the ability to 

tie knots. Using the score sheet provided tie 9 ropes together using 12 different knots. Complete the 

Scoresheet and email to: Dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org Put “Knots” in the subject line. 

 

This time, your trail companion has fallen over a cliff while fetching a pail of water. You run to your sled 

for your rope to rescue them but discover all you have is 11 pieces of rope of varying lengths.  

 

 

Scouts BSA/Venturing Level 

 
1. Rope 1 Starts with Taut Line Hitch Securing rope to anchor point 

2. Rope 1 Secured to Rope 2 with Sheet Bend 

3. Rope 2 Secured to Rope 3 with Square Knot  

4. Rope 3 must have a Sheepshank in it  

5. Rope 3 and Rope 4 connected with Carrick Bend  

6. Rope 4 has Two Half Hitches at the end to connect two Rope 5 

7. Rope 5 has Slip Knot to connect to Rope 4 and Connected to Rope 6 by Double Fisherman’s 

Knot 

8. Rope 6 and 7 Connected by a Double Sheet Bend 

9. Rope 7 and Rope 8 connected by Double Figure 8 Knot  

10. Rope 8 and 9 connected by Surgeons Knot  

11. Rope 9 ends with Bowline with at least a 2-foot loop 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Info: ___________________________________ 

 

Patrol Leaders Signature: __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Scoutmaster Signature: __________________________________ 
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Score Sheet for Sled Race 

 
And what would a Klondike Derby be without a sled race in the grand traditions of the Iditarod.  Setup a 

course of 150 yards, load your sled with your required equipment, attach your scouts, and pull it along 

the course. Time your race and submit it on the scoresheet with the subject “Sled Race” to 

dan.scotti@heartofnewenglandbsa.org .  

 

 

Unit Info: __________________________________________ 

 

Patrol Name: ________________________________________ 

 

Time: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

Patrol Leaders Signature: __________________________________________ 

 

Scoutmaster Signature: __________________________________ 

 

EQUIPMENT NEEDED ON SLED 

Patrol Flag Notebook and pencil 

Nugget pouch w/ Troop # and Patrol 

Name 

First aid kit (including items for 

severe cuts and splinting materials.) 

Compass 6 – 5-foot Scout staves  

One gallon of drinking water  Cups - One for each Scout 

6 – 6-foot ropes with ends whipped 

or backspliced 

Bow Saw with a SHARP blade  

Guard for Bow Saw blade ON THE 

SAW! 

Commando Rope for each Patrol / 

Crew member 

Fire starter material  Pedro Patrols - 2 matches, birds’ nest  

Intermediate - Flint and Steel, 

charred cloth, bird’s nest 

Challenge - Block & FireBow, charred 

cloth, bird’s nest 

One Pair of Snowshoes Skillet or Dutch Oven & Spatula 

Large Blanket for emergency 

warming 

tarp for Stretcher/Shelter 

Scout handbook 11 pieces mic length rope 

One gal. Ziploc bag for score sheet  Large trash bag 

 

Note: ALL Patrol Members using knives/axes/saws need a VALID Totin’ Chip 

 


